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EMERGENCY: 

private voluntary organizations chosen to receive funds must: 1) be nonprofit, 2) have an 
accounting system and conduct an annual audit, 3) practice nondiscrimination, 4) have 
demonstrated the capability to deliver emergency food and/or shelter programs, and 5) if they are 
a private organization, they must have a voluntary board. Qualifying organizations are urged to 
apply. Town of Menominee has distributed the Emergency Food and Shelter funds previously 
with General Relief participating. These agencies were responsible for providing utility assistance.

Please provide us with check stub or verification on income for one month. Also bring along a 
monthly fuel or utility bill, Further information on the program may be obtained by contacting: 
Barbara Frechette-Kelley Menominee County Treasurer, PO Box 279, Keshena, WI 54135-0279 
or call 799-3315.

 

VICTIMS: 

day. That was twice the average of the white population, although less than the 10 percent among 
blacks. Indians suffer 124 violent crimes (murders, assaults, robberies and rapes) for every 
100,000 population. That’s double the violent crime rate for blacks and 2 1/2 half times the 
national average of 50.

"People need to know how desperate it is," said Kathleen Bliss, a federal prosecutor in New 
Mexico. "Violent crime in Indian country is increasing while it goes down nationally."

The murder rate among Indians is no higher than for whites, and only one-fifth as high as among 
blacks. But Indians are twice as likely as blacks and three times more likely than whites to be 
victims of rape or aggravated assault.

Family violence overall is no bigger problem among Indians than it is in the rest of the population, 
but Indian children are more likely to be abused than those of any other ethnic group, the study 
found. Reports of child abuse and neglect among Indians jumped 18 percent between 1992 and 
1995 as the national rate was falling by 8 percent. The study offered no explanation for the 
increase, but law enforcement officials said it could be due to better reporting.

The study, based on surveys and crime records, couldn’t distinguish between Indians who live in 
cities and those on reservations, nor did it track year-to-year trends in the crime rate. Most of the 
nation’s 2.3 million Indians live on reservations, and many of the rest are concentrated in such 
urban areas as Denver, Minneapolis and Phoenix. Law enforcement officials believe that crime 
among Indians has risen in recent years, driven partly by a proliferation of youth gangs.
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In 1997, a study by federal law enforcement officials and tribal leaders declared a "public safety 
crisis" on the nation’s reservations and proposed to double the size of their police forces. At the 
Clinton administration’s request, Congress increased spending on Indian law enforcement by 
more than 80 percent, or $108 million, to pay for new jails, patrol cars and up to 1,000 additional 
officers. The administration has asked for an additional $145 million increase next year.

The 1997 study said there were 1,600 BIA and tribal police officers patrolling 56 million acres of 
Indian land. That is equivalent to 1.3 officers for every 1,000 residents, compared with 2.9 officers 
per 1,000 residents in non-Indian rural communities.
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